
               Confronting Teenagers 

                              PARENTS TEACHING THE WORD 
        “You shall teach (God’s Word) diligently to your sons” 
                                          Deuteronomy 6:7 

 
• The home is the principal delivery system to transmit God’s truth from one 

generation to another (Eph 6:4) 
• In American culture parental time, attention and energy for teenagers are being 

competed by school, homework, television, other media, sports, romantic 
relationships, paid work and more 

• Teens neglect personal devotions and Bible study 
• God-fearing parents can understand Scripture and teach it to their children – we 

believe in the perspicuity (understandability) of Scripture 
• The home, not the church (with a nursery and youth ministry), has been 

entrusted with the primary responsibility to teach children the Bible 
• A biblical worldview can only be learned through biblical instruction 

Baucham, 2007:91-98 



Confronting Teenagers 

PARENTS TEACHING THE WORD 

“You shall teach (God’s Word) diligently to your sons” 

Deuteronomy 6:7 
•      Scripture is God’s home training manual 
       -  It’s God’s Word (2 Tim 3:16) 
       -  Prepares us for godliness and service (2 Tim 3:17; 2 Pet 1:3) 
       -  Agent by which God transforms us to the image of Christ (2 Pet 1:4) 
       -  Instrument by which God changes hearts and lives (Heb 4:12) 
•     Daily devotionals provide opportunities to help kids to answer their questions 
•     Establish a home library: Bile dictionary, encyclopedia, concordance, atlas,  
      commentary 
•     Teaching your kids the Bible is time consuming, hard work 

 
Baucham, 2007:91-107 



Confronting Teenagers 

PARENTS TEACHING THE WORD 

“You shall talk of them (God’s words) when you sit in your house and when you walk by the 
way and when you lie down and when you rise up” 

Deuteronomy 6:7 

 
Ephesians 6:1-4: Phases: 1. Discipline & training  2. Catechism  3. Discipleship 
 
1.  Discipline and training 
• Eph 5:20: Submission of children to parents only possible through the Holy Spirit 
• Obedience without conditions attached 
• No repeating or yelling at kids, but speaking in clear level tones 
• Apply consequences for disobedience 
• Respectful obedience; no shouting, stomping of feet, slamming of doors, walking out 

of the house 
• Don’t adopt a cultural (psychological) perspective on discipline and parenting 
• Obedience to parents is blessed by God: individual child & and collectively for faith 

generations to come: they will continue to exist as God’s people in a pagan land 
 

Baucham, 2007:109-120 



Confronting Teenagers 

PARENTS TEACHING THE WORD 

“You shall talk of them (God’s words) when you sit in your house and when you walk 
by the way and when you lie down and when you rise up” 

Deuteronomy 6:7 
2.  Catechism Phase 
• Basic instruction in Christian doctrine using questions and answers 
• Goal: To impart biblical theology and a biblical worldview 
• What to believe and why 
• E.g. Westminster Catechism, Heidelberg, Spurgeon, Truth and Grace Memory 

Book 
Baucham, 2007:120-123 



       Confronting Teenagers 

PARENTS TEACHING THE WORD 
 

“You shall talk of them (God’s words) when you sit in your house and when you walk by the 
way and when you lie down and when you rise up” 

Deuteronomy 6:7 
3.  Discipleship Phase 
• Teaching teenagers what to do with what they have learnt  
• Aim: To become like the teacher (Prov 22:6; Luke 6:40) 
• Teach them to obey all I have commanded you (Matt 28:19-20) 
• Children must first be evangelized by parents before they can evangelize others 
• Christian school education is necessary to develop a biblical wordview (Rom 12:2; Col 

2:8; 1 Tim 6:20-21) 
• God warns us against unbiblical educational influences (1 Cor 15:33; 2 Cor 6:14-15; Ps 

1:1-3) 
• In public schools children are at risk for violence, drug abuse, sexual abuse, 

homosexual propaganda, sexual promiscuity, teen pregnancy and functional illiteracy 
• Exit public schools and establish affordable Christian educational alternatives 

 
Baucham, 2007:123-130 



Confronting Teenagers 

MARK THE HOME AS GOD’S TERRITORY 
“You shall write them on the doorposts of your house and on your gates” 

Deuteronomy 6:9 
 

• There should be tangible things in and about the home that distinguishes it from 
other homes 

• Israel in Promised Land: Symbols of faith on gates & door posts & feasts that 
appeal to all five senses  

      -  Eyes: Christian symbols & art; sacraments 
      -  Hearing: Music; songs 
      -  Taste & Smell: Holy Communion 
      -  Touch: Playing musical instruments 
• Family Altar: daily devotions, not to be replaced by being too busy  
 

Baucham, 2007:131-141 



Confronting Teenagers 

MARK THE HOME AS GOD’S TERRITORY 
“You shall write them on the doorposts of your house and on your gates” 

Deuteronomy 6:9 
Seven steps of family worship 
1. Born of conviction 
2. Begins with head of household 
3. Scheduled 
4. Simple 
5. Natural & authentic 
6. Mandatory / Compulsory 
7. Participatory 
Seven blessings of family worship 
1. Honors God 
2. Growth in faith 
3. Growth in love for family members 
4. Multigenerational faithfulness 
5. Exposure of weaknesses of family members 
6. Serving as training ground for smaller children 
7. Feeds & strengthens corporate worship 

 
Baucham, 2007:141-150 



Confronting Teenagers 

STRATEGIES OF PARENTING TEENS 

STRATEGY 1: PROJECT PARENTING 
• Have a sense of project: Focus, be purposeful, be goal-oriented 
• Know what you want to build, the materials required & process of construction 
• Individualize: Know each child and plan accordingly 
• Psalm 36:1-4 provides a biblical model for project parenting: 
     +  Deficiency 1: Lacks awareness of God’s existence & glory; no fear of God but  
         fear of man 
     +  Deficiency 2: Inaccurate, distorted view of self; look at self not in mirror of  
         Scripture but of peers, self and culture 
     +  All interaction is focused on growth in awareness of God and accurate  
         knowledge of self 
• Goals:  
     +  Help teen to be wise and do good 
     +  Ask questions to get to know the specific pressures in teen’s life (situation) 
     +  Help teen to detect and hate his sin 
 

Tripp, 2001: 213-222; 2005:208-209 



Confronting Teenagers 

STRATEGY 2: CONSTANT CONVERSATION 

 
• Conversations doesn’t happen automatically; parents have to make them happen 
• Daily pursuit of child; daily interchanges (Heb 3:12-13) 
• Our hearts & lives tend to turn away from God easily  
• Protect child against teen from falling away: rebellion, unbelief, rejection of God, 

hardening of heart 
• By means of constant conversation 
• Because sin deceives and blinds us; distortion of image of self, others and God 
• Teens don’t think they are blind 
• Teens need the preventative involvement of their parents 
• Don’t settle for non-answers; ask questions that disclose the heart; minister Jesus 

Christ in every conversation 
• Questions & probe; listen & consider; plead &encourage; admonish & warn; 

instruct & pray 
• Converse and converse and converse  
 

Tripp, 2001: 222-226; 2005: 204-206 



Confronting Teenagers 

STRATEGY 3: LEADING YOUR TEENAGER TO REPENTANCE 

 
• Parents wish to control their kids by harsh words, drastic punishment, shame & 

guilt 
• War of power that escalates and is very destructive 
• Parents should see themselves not as agents of control, but as facilitators of 

reconciliation, leading them to the Lord again and again (2 Cor 5:17-21) 
• Four steps in process of repentance & reconciliation: 
1. Consideration 
2. Confession 
3. Commitment 
4. Change 

Tripp, 2001: 226-228 



Confronting Teenagers 

STRATEGY 3: LEADING YOUR TEENAGER TO REPENTANCE 

 
1.  Consideration 
• Engage teen in conversation in which he can discover & see himself 
• Don’t declare to him what is wrong and what the results will be 
• Heart of child will remain passive or defensive – eyes remain shut 
• Good example: Nathan and David 
• Ask questions: 
     a.  What happened?(situation) 
     b.  What were you thinking? (structure) 
     c.  What did you feel?  (strategy) 
     d.  What did you do? (strategy) 
     e.  Why did you do it? (structure: motives, goals, desires) 
     f.   What was the result (the effect of the response on the situation)  
       

Tripp, 2001: 228-229 



Confronting Teenagers 

STRATEGY 3: LEADING YOUR TEENAGER TO REPENTANCE 

 
2. Confession 
• Parents tend to burst into teens rooms, telling them what they have done and 

why they have done it 
• They then don’t come to self awareness and a softened conscience 
• Instead, they think they are falsely accused, they become angry and their 

conscience hardens 
• When teens are gently lead to self-understanding, they may make confessions 
 

Tripp, 2001: 228-229 



Confronting Teenagers 

STRATEGY 3: LEADING YOUR TEENAGER TO REPENTANCE 

 
3.    Commitment 
• Teen must make a promise to live in a new way 
• Promise to be made to God and the people involved 
• Help teen to be concrete in his promises 

 
4.   Change 
• Look out for specific changes 
• Minister hope: God has provided everything in order to obey Him (2 Pet 1) 

 
Tripp, 2001: 230-231 



            Confronting Teenagers 

                                SMALL STEPS TO BIG CHANGE 

 
• To get from the valley to the mountain peak doesn’t take a  
       single step 
• Change is not an event but a process 
• Small steps in the process of change:     
1. Never give in to the thinking it is to late 
2. Stay calm 
3. Keep the conversation open: Pursue teenager with expressions of concern, 

commitments of prayer and simple questions of how it is going 
4. Demonstrate how the Bible interprets, explains and organizes life 
5. Be willing to bare your own struggle 
6. Keep Christ and his work central: Incarnate Him 

Tripp, 2001: 233-237 



Confronting Teenagers 

SMALL STEPS TO BIG CHANGE 

 
7. Don’t be surprised at your teenager’s struggle with sin 
8. Identify the voices in your teenagers life 
9. Plan for temptation 
10. Make accountability your teenager’s responsibility 
11. Be a good listener and good observer 
12. Don’t  react negatively (allergic) to teenager’s problems 
13. Always keep the heart in focus 
14. Do your biblical homework first 
15. Always talk to your teenager lovingly and constructively 
16. Be willing to overlook minor offences 
17. Always deal honestly with your own attitudes 
18. Expect, welcome and respect differences 
19. Look for opportunities to put your teenager in the decision-making role 
20. Humbly admit your limits 

Tripp, 2001: 237-253 



God’s Provision For Parents 

• Parents are sinful and sin against their teenagers 
• God provides parents with His power working in them (Eph 3:20) 
• His strength is made perfect in our weakness (2 Cor 12:9) 
• Jesus prayed for unity and love in families so that we mirror the Trinity (John 

17:20-23) – parent can minister that unity 
• Parents can be effective and productive by remembering who they are (2 Pet 1:3-

9) 
• They should strive to attain every gift that makes up their identity 
• God has given us the rich resources of his grace 
• Parents intend to be God’s soft brushes to paint his grace on the canvas of teens 

hearts and lives 

Tripp, 2001:97-105 



Confronting Teenagers 

 
 

Three themes in interacting with teens: 
 

•  The family is a theological community = related to God   
 
 
•  The family is a sociological community 
 
 
•  The family is a redemptive community 
 

Tripp, 2001:53-57 

 
 



Confronting Teenagers 

The family is a theological community  
 

Every moment is a God moment 
• Teens should be encouraged to root their identity in God and live with a moment- 
      by-moment consciousness of God.  
•     Deut 6:20-25: “Dad, why do we have to obey all these rules?” 
•     Wrong answer: “Because I say so; For my glory” 
•     Correct answer: “For Gods glory and your own good” 
•     Ecclesiastes: Everything is meaningless when the heavens are cut off.  
•     Family must be theologizing all the time. All moments are attached to God. 
•     Teach/counsel kids that God is near and active in our lives. 
•     He rules every situation, location and relationship (Acts 17:27) 
•     Most important is what God does and desires from us, not what we desire 
•     Every moment is God’s moment (Rom 8:28) 
•     We must live with a functional God-consciousness, not ruled by a sense of what  
       we want, or what we think we are entitled to 

Tripp, 2001:53-57 
 
 



Confronting Teenagers 

Always a Higher Agenda 
 
•    In every situation there is a higher purpose = the will of God; and a higher agenda  
     = to please Him 
•    Teens want only one thing out of life, it is their own happiness and pleasure 
•    Application: Son gets no recognition by peers, only the jerks do - Psalm 73 says  
     God notices 
•    Teach child that we are not to live for our own glory, but for God’s glory 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Tripp, 2001:57-58  

 
 



Confronting Teenagers 

Their Story in God’s Story 

• Bible is not an encyclopedia of topics like parenting and marriage 

• Bible = a storybook about God 

• Don’t minister topics to child, but embed teenager’s story in God’s story  

• They need to see that the larger story is much more important than their desire 
for personal happiness 

• They need to live for a glory that is bigger than their own glory – this will give 
them purpose and hope 

• We are to tune in on what He is doing: Who is He in this situation? What is He 
doing? What does He want? 

Tripp, 2001:58-60  

 
 



Confronting Teenagers 

Trust and Obey 

• God calls us to follow Him in the everyday situations of life 

• Guide kids to focus on God in die mundane moments of life 

• Two crucial questions that teens should ask themselves: 

      1.   Obedience: What are the things God calls me to do in this situation?  

      2.   Trust:  What are the things that I need to entrust into God’s hands? 

 

                    Circle of concern  

                                                               Circle of responsibility 

 

 

• The family is a theological community who does theology from Sunday to Sunday 

 

Tripp, 2001:60-62  

 
 



Confronting Teenagers 

The family is a sociological community 

• Teenagers should be encouraged to root their identity in God and in community 

• Sinners are individualists, dominated by selfishness, make war rather than peace, hate 
rather than love, divide rather than unite, compete rather than accommodate  

• In God’s story He calls people together to be his people. 

• A community of love that bridges race, gender, nation & economic class (Eph 2:11-22) 

• Family should teach and model God’s community 

• Many opportunities in our frenetic schedules to love 

• Parents should love enough to dig underneath the conflict and strife to expose the 
heart issues: selfishness, individualism & demandingness 

• When the impossibility of loving others has been revealed, minister Jesus Christ 

 

 

 

Tripp, 2001:62-65  

 
 

The purposes of a man’s heart are deep waters,  
but a man of understanding draws them out (Proverbs 20:5) 



Confronting Teenagers 

The family is a redemptive community 

• The family is a broken community 

• The reality of this brokenness must be acknowledged and faced 

• Many opportunities to seek the grace of the Lord, Jesus Christ 

• The family becomes a redemptive community where grace, forgiveness, 
deliverance, reconciliation, new life in Christ and hope are lived 

• Choose between justifying sin (hiding, denying, blame-shifting) and admitting 
(confessing, repentance)  

• Parents should model this to their kids 

• Parents should hold themselves and their kids  to the high standard of God’s law 

• The law is a teacher that leads the family to Jesus Christ 

• Family should realize there is no righteousness possible by doing the law because 
we fail time and again – therefore we should cry out for Christ 

 

Tripp, 2001:65-68  
 
 



Confronting Teenagers 

Life in the fallen world 
• Teens will experience being sinned against by members of the family 
• They must be guided to face one another, talk through differences, to reconcile 
• They experience their own sin and will need to confess and ask for forgiveness 

from God & family 
• Bad for parents to simply keep children from fighting, showing disgust or 

condemnation 
• Parents should identify with kids, aware of our own sin 
• Go with kids to Jesus Christ (2 Cor 1:8-11) 
• Help kids face the reality of a fallen world with hope (Rom 8:18-39) 

 

Tripp, 2001:68-71 

 
 



Confronting Teenagers 

Internalization 
• Teens are no in process of making the standards of home their own by choice 
• Parents prepare them for emancipation from home 

Decisions and consequences 
• Allow them to make some choices and fail and face the consequences within the 

protection of the home 
• Don’t bubble wrap but provide enough test cases 
• Parents remain in authority and should guide teens 
• Goal is not to control but to guide child to emancipation 
• Three types of relationships between parents and teen 
      1.  Preventative relationship: Healthy; child is submissive and listens to your  
           guidance 
      2.  Corrective relationship: Child open for correction; more off line; more   
            independent than he should be; little bit more careless to temptation;  
            responds positively to parent’s correction 
      3.  Protective relationship: Teen is not listening; not respecting authority; steps beyond  
       boundaries; what can parent do to protect this rebellious teenager from himself; if  
            he can’t be protected in the home, is their another place? There is help in body of  
           Christ and state, e.g. in cases of serious addiction; parent is not powerless 

 
Tripp, 2009: DVD, Session 9, Ch 1 & 2 

 
 



Confronting Teenagers 

A CHURCH FOCUSED ON FAMILY DRIVEN FAITH 
• Revival is taking place in the church: arise in parental awareness; desperation over 

the future of our families, churches and communities; the home-school 
movement & family integrated church movement 

• Homeschooling has immense benefits: parents take full responsibility for kids’ 
physical, spiritual, emotional and intellectual well-being 

• Criteria for a church: elder-lead, family-integrated that practices discipline, Bible 
exposition and church planting 

• Flaws in the contemporary church model: 75% of teens leave church in in 1st 
college year due to a lack of transmission between generations 

• Churches rely on youth ministries to solve the problem by evangelizing, equipping 
and engaging as many middle school and high school students for Jesus Christ as 
possible 

• Problem: youth ministry replaces parents 
 

Baucham, 2007:171-179 

 
 



          Confronting Teenagers 

             A CHURCH FOCUSED ON FAMILY DRIVEN FAITH 
 

• Youth workers/specialists can assist parents in their task 
• Parents abdicate & shift their responsibility because they are unable, unequipped 

and unwilling to parent their children 
• The American church practice of systematic age segregation is not biblical and 

stems from the American educational system 
• It works against multigenerational faithfulness 
• Church’s task is to equip parents to disciple their children 
• Three models undermine this principle: Entertainment model; charismatic youth 

leader model; information based model 
• Youth ministers are often very frustrated and often burn out 
• How can parents disciple their kids if 50% of them are probably not born again? 
• Young people’s lives can be changed in a segregated faith community, but that 

doesn’t justify the model and method 

Baucham, 2007:179-185 

 
 



Confronting Teenagers 

A CHURCH FOCUSED ON FAMILY DRIVEN FAITH 
 

Motivation for a segregated ministry and biblical rejection of it: 
      1.  “Parents fail to disciple their kids therefore a youth ministry must do it” 
             Eph 4:11-12: Ministers must equip saints (parents) to do their job 
      2.   “We need youth ministry for kids who don’t haven Christian parents” 
             Rather involve those kids with Christian families 
      3.   “Let believing children disciple other kids in the youth group” 
            Titus 2:3-5:  “My children” are the young men & women who need mentoring  
            from parents about parenthood, homemaking, child-rearing and submission 
      4.   “The youth need to be evangelized” 
            Rise of full-time youth ministers in history has been accompanied by the  
            biggest decline in youth evangelism effectiveness  
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

Baucham, 2007:185-188 
 
 

The most effective way to make disciples of teens  
is to make disciples of their parents  and to teach them what God commands,  

which includes evangelizing and discipling their children (188) 



         Confronting Teenagers 

           A CHURCH FOCUSED ON FAMILY DRIVEN FAITH 
 
• Churches should focus their energies on putting parents and youth together in a 

family-based youth ministry 
• Parents are the primary source of their teens’ faith development 
• The Emergent/Emerging Church Movement is a protest movement against the 

failures of the contemporary church. 
• Movement is geared toward twenty-somethings /young adult generation because 

they are more likely to make the transition 
• Biblical solution: The long term focus must be the home 
• Parents must take responsibility for the well-being and growth of their children 
• Parents must be committed to family driven faith 
• The church must facilitate this commitment 

 
Baucham, 2007:189-192 

 
 



            Confronting Teenagers 

            
               A CHURCH FOCUSED ON FAMILY DRIVEN FAITH 
 
• Baucham part of a church with no youth or children’s ministers or nursery 
• The church is not segregated into age groups: children and toddlers are part of 

worship and bible study 
• Church is a family of families 
• Alvin Reid: Raising the Bar analyzes the Jesus Movement of 60s and 70s: greatest 

period of growth in the number of youth ministers, youth ministry degrees & 
para-church organizations devoted to the evangelization and discipleship of teens 

• David Allen Black: The Myth of Adolescence proposes the paradigm of a family-
integrated church 

• Example: Hope Chapel in Sacramento  
 

Baucham, 2007:193-194 

 
 



        Confronting Teenagers 

     DISTINCTIVES OF A FAMILY-INTEGRATED CHURCH 
 

1.   Families worship together: babies and kids are present 
2.   No systematic age segregation:  
      +   Children’s worship service, junior ministry, high school ministry, weekly youth  
           service, segregated Sunday school classes, segregated mission trips, youth  
           camps, etc. 
      +   Family-based/family friendly approach: Segregation with adults involved 
      +   Family integrated model: All ages are integrated in all activities 
      +   Integration is an ecclesiological principle 
3.  Evangelism and discipleship in and through homes:  
      +   Parents are responsible to evangelize and disciple their children 
      +   Men should not be absent or passive, but be equipped to take up their  
           responsibilities to love their wives and to raise their children 
      +   Fathers should lead their families in worship, Bible study and catechism 
 

Baucham, 2007:193-200 
 
 



Confronting Teenagers 

DISTINCTIVES OF A FAMILY-INTEGRATED CHURCH 
 

4.   Discipling  takes place through education: 
      +  Home schooling fits into the family-integrated paradigm 
      +  Christian education is an integral part of discipling (Luke 6:40) 
      +  Using Ceasar’s methods in Christian schools will produce Romans 
      +  Education is the greatest shaper of worldview 
      +  Worldviews of children trained in public and Christian schools differ 

 
Baucham, 2007:200-203 

 
 



           Confronting Teenagers 

            PRINCIPLES OF A FAMILY-INTEGRATED CHURCH 
 
• Moving towards a family-integrated church is not a changing of programs but a 

paradigm shift 
• The leaders of the church should get behind a few biblical concepts: 
 
1. Promote a biblical view of marriage & family  
       +  Time of getting married not to be culturally defined (Prov 18:22) 
       +  Welcome and celebrate children as a blessing, not a burden (Psalm 127:3-5) 
       +  The mandate to be fruitful and multiply should not be jeapordized by  
           materialistic standards of living 
2. Promote family worship/discipleship 
       +  Parents should have goals, standards, plans and accountability for discipleship  
           of  their kids 
       +  Practice family worship 

Baucham, 2007:203-208 

 
 



Confronting Teenagers 

PRINCIPLES OF A FAMILY-INTEGRATED CHURCH 
 

3. Promote Christian education 
       +  Christian education is a critical tool in the evangelism and discipleship of the 

next generation (Luke 6:40) 
       +  “Build the worshipper through education before you build a mosque” 
       +  We are called to make disciples, not converts 
       +  Christian theistic education promotes a Christian worldview  
       +  How?  (a) Study what Bible says about education  (b)  Test the worldview of the  
           children in your congregation  (c)  Find and support affordable educational  
           alternatives  (d)  Reach out to the home-school community 
4. Promote biblically qualified leadership 
       +  Biblical qualifications for pastors & elders: Able to teach &to manage his  
           household well (1 Tim 3:1-7) 
       +  “A mist in the pulpit becomes a fog in the pew” 
       +  What influence does a leader have on his wife and children? (1 Pet 5:3) 
 

Baucham, 2007:208-215 
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A FAMILY-INTEGRATED CHURCH 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Baucham, 2007:215 

 
 

You are not likely to see general reformation,  
till you procure family reformation 

Baxter: 1600 


